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“Pursuing Academic Excellence: Al Amanah College is committed to pursuing academic excellence and nurturing the individual

Success Through Knowledge
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abilities in a caring, education and Islamic environment”

Message from the Principal’s office

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and com-
munity of Al Amanah;

All praise and thanks are due to our Ex-
alted God “Allah’, the Lord of the worlds.
| ask Allah to enlighten our hearts with
the knowledge of the Holy Qura’n and all
types of beneficial education and learn-
ing. May Allah raise the rank of Prophet
Muhammad, and protect his nation from
that which he fears for them.

As the final hours of the 2016 academic
year draw to a close, | would like to
acknowledge the extraordinary achieve-
ments made by so many of our students,
and staff members. I'd like to thank par-
ents for their continuous support in vari-
ous school events.

Al Amanah College has been providing
education to the community for 19 years
and we have had a long history of part-
nership parents, students and staff to
provide the best possible education for
our students and to equip them with the
skills, knowledge and values they will
need to become members of profession-
alism, integrity and righteousness in soci-
ety.

Term 4 was extremely busy and exciting.
Several excursions have been carried out
to different venues, as well as incursions
and workshops. We have conducted
three Kindergarten Orientation sessions
for all students joining us in Kindergarten
in 2017. Moreover, our teachers finalised
student report cards and held Parent/
Teacher interviews to provide feedback
on their child’s progress this year and
establish expectations for learning in the
coming year.

Our Year Six students visited the Liver-
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pool campus for an Open Day as part of
the transition programme to gain some
insight into High School. They spent the
day at the secondary school and partici-
pated in team building activities and met
some high school staff in readiness for
2017.

Special Congratulations to our Year 6
student Taha EI-Saj, who has been se-
lected as the recipient of a 2016 Com-
munity Service Award. Taha received
an award from local PM, Jason Clare
to recognise his efforts in making the
school a better place to learn and our
community a better place to live.

Al Amanah College held its Annual Busi-
ness Dinner last November in the Grand
Hall at the Liverpool campus. The emi-
nent guests and staff members attended
to celebrate the accomplishments of 2016
and share the successes of the school.
Congratulations to all awards’ recipients
who were recognised due to their out-
standing achievements.

A last reminder to our parents to ensure
that their children have not left any of
their belongings at school and they are
kindly requested to check the lost proper-
ty hooks in the assembly area for cloth-
ing, lunch boxes etc.

In closing, on behalf of Al Amanah Col-
lege, | wish all staff, teachers, parents,
carers and the whole community of Al-
Amanah a safe and restful holiday. | look
forward to seeing every one’s eager,
cheery faces next year.

Bassam Adra

Principal
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COMMUNITY WORKERS

Throughout Term Four, Year One have been learning about different workers within the community. In order to gain a deeper
understanding of the different occupations and how they help us, Year One have been visited by multiple workers within the
community including a radiographer, fire fighters, policemen, a paramedic and a nurse. During these visits, Year One had the
opportunity to witness first-hand what these jobs involve and the various tools they use. Students particularly enjoyed the
chance to spray a fire fighter's hose as well as turn on the sirens of an ambulance.

Mr Sinwan and Mrs El Zahab

During Term 4, Year 1 students attended an excursion to Wannabees Family Play Town in which they had the opportunity to
further enhance their knowledge of the HSIE topic ‘Workers in the Community.” Students were able to explore the professions
of people who live in our community, in a range of different environments. Some of the role-plays included a fire fighter, post-
man, cashier and more. The excursion was very educational and fun experience for students. We thank the parent helpers for
their support on the day.

Mrs El Zahab and Mr Sinwan




ORIENTEERING

Year 3 students were involved in orienteering this term as a
part of the HSIE unit ‘Mapping’. Students took part in several
fun introductory activities aimed at teaching direction and ori-
entation. Year 3 weaved their way through an Orienteering
Treasure Hunt Course following cryptic clues and using their
newly attained knowledge. They learnt how to use a compass
and received their own to treasure. The students thoroughly
enjoyed this interactive incursion.

Mrs Oueik & Mrs Moksasi

ELIZABETH FARM

On Monday 28 November, Year 4 attended an exciting excur-
sion to Elizabeth Farm. It was an enjoyable and educational
experience in which students were able to reinforce their
knowledge of our history topic ‘First Contacts’. Students were
transported to the year 1789 as convicts and were involved in
various fun and educational activities such as cleaning and
washing. Students along with teachers and parents all had a
great time. A big thank you to our lovely parent helpers, Mrs
Hamdash and Mrs lali for their support and assistance.

Mrs Awada

YEAR SIX EXCURSION

On Wednesday 7 December 2016, Year six students from both Al Amanah campuses went on an exciting, fun excursion to Lu-
na Park. Beautiful sunny weather allowed both students and teachers to make the most of the rides on offer.
The excursion allowed students to get to know one another and to develop a positive relationships.

Students enjoyed many rides, the Haunted House seemed the most popular, with students lining up more than once.
The day was a big success and all students had great fun and enjoyed the day.

Mrs Swais




SRC FAREWELL

SRC were farewelled with a Milkshake Making Party. We
would like to congratulate the 2016 SRC members for their
efforts and commitment towards bettering our school. We look
forward to another productive year in 2017 with our new SRC
members.

Mrs Oueik and Ms Chami

KINDY ORIENTATION

Kindergarten Orientation was held over three sessions giving
prospective kindergarten students an insight to a school day.
In the first session students were took part in hands on activi-
ties and met some of their Grade 5 buddies. In the second
session, Ms Dutrey read the book ‘A Special Place,” and chil-
dren took a copy of the book home to read with mums, dads
and carers. At the end of the final session, children were pre-
sented with a merit award. Parents also attended three infor-
mation sessions in preparation for Kindergarten 2016. We
wish these students all the best next year.

Ms Dutrey & Ms Chami

GARDENING

On 16 November SRC students spent their time planting veg-
etables in our vegetable garden. Students worked well, as part
of one of 8 teams, as they planted a different fruit/vegetable in
each of the gardens. We wanted to thank all the SRC students
for their effort this year.
Ms Chami & Mrs Oueik

BANKSTOWN COUNCIL

During Term 4, the students in Year 5 have been learning
about Federal, State and Local government in HSIE. On
Thursday 24 November, the students walked to the Bankstown
Council Chambers for a Civics and Education session to fur-
ther discuss the roles of government. As part of the excursion,
the students sat in Councillors’ seats and role-played a mock
debate about a proposal for a fast food store to be opened in
the Bankstown area. The students also learned about state
and local elections and correct voting practice. They had so
much fun pretending to be Councillors on the day. A special
thank you to Mrs Obeid for all her help on our excursion.

Miss Zahra




Celebrating the Prophet’s Birth an Innovation of Guidance

All praise is due to Allah The Exalted, and
may Allah raise the rank of our beloved
Prophet Muhammad peace be upon him,
his kind relatives and companions, and pro-
tect his nation from that which he feared for
them thereafter;

Among the great innovations of guidance is
the annual celebration of the Prophet’s birth

(Mawlid un-Nabiyy). This event is commem-
orated by Muslims all over the world who
join together for such rewardable deeds as
reciting from the Quran, chanting Islamic
praises, telling the story of the Prophet’s
birth, teaching Religious Knowledge,
slaughtering animals to feed to the poor,
and gathering to thank and praise Allah and
ask Him to exalt the honour of Prophet Mu-
hammad, sallallahu *alayhi wa sallam.

The honorable, knowledgeable, and right-
eous ruler: al-Mudhaffar, the King of Irbil{1},
initiated this practice about 900 years ago,
and he was praised by Muslim scholars of
Islam—among them the Egyptian hafidhs:
Ibn Hajar al-*Asqalaniyy and Jalal ud-Din as
-Suyutiyy. The famous scholar of hadith,
Abul-Khattab Ibn Dihyah, wrote a book for
the king especially to be read during the
mawlid celebration, and there are no great
Muslim scholars who dispraised this inno-
vated celebration.

The basis for commemorating honourable
events repeatedly every year is evidenced
in the Sunnah of the Prophet. As related by
al-Bukhariyy, when the Prophet emigrated
to al-Madinah he found the Jews fasting, so
he asked them why they fasted on the 10th
of Muharram{2}.

They told the Prophet they do so to com-
memorate the day Allah saved Prophet Mo-
ses (Musa) and the Tribes of Israel (Isra'il)
from the tyranny of the Pharaoh.

It was revealed to the Prophet what the
Jews said was true, so Prophet Muhammad
told them: “We are more deserving of Mo-
ses (Musa) than you.” He said this because
Prophet Moses (Musa) was Muslim. Proph-
et Muhammad ordered the Muslims to fast
9 and 10 Muharram, and this Sunnah is still
practiced today.

To celebrate the birth of the Prophet by do-
ing rewardable deeds— that can be done on
any day of the year—is considered an inno-
vated practice because this was not done at
the time of the Prophet.

Although this innovation was praised by the
Muslim scholars of Islam, some people con-
sider any innovation an innovation of mis-
guidance. Those who consider any innova-
tion an innovation of misguidance have
been misled, because there are two sahih
hadiths which support celebrating such an
event. Imam Muslim related, through the
route of Jarir Ibn *Abdullah, the Prophet
said what means: <<The one who innovates
a good innovation in Islam has its reward

and a reward similar to those who follow him
in it-until the Day of Judgment—without less-
ening their reward. The one who innovates
an innovation of misguidance would be sinful
for it and has sins similar to those who follow
him in it—until the Day of Judgment—without
lessening their sins.>>

There are two types of innovations men-
tioned in this hadith: the innovations of guid-
ance and the innovations of misguidance.
What complies with the Qur'an, the Sunnah,
the ljma” (scholarly consensus), and the
sayings and practices of the Companions is
an innovation of guidance, and what contra-
dicts the Quran, the Sunnah, the Ijma”*, and
the sayings and actions of the Companions
is an innovation of misguidance.

This definition of the two types of innovations
was given by many knowledgeable and trust-
worthy scholars of Islam; among them Imam
ash-Shafitiyy, Imam an-Nawawiyy, al-
Bayhaqiyy, and the Hafidh, Ibn Hajar al-
AAsqalaniyy.

It is apparent Muslims have not gone astray
in celebrating the birth of the Prophet, based
upon the aforementioned hadith, because
the deeds practiced during this event are
considered rewardable by the standards of
the Religion, and in line with the definition of
innovations of guidance.

Unfortunately, there are some people who
misinterpret a sahih hadith related by Abu
Dawud:

[Kullu bid*atin Dalaalah]

Which means: <<Most innovations are inno-
vations of misguidance.>>

Those who are misguided interpret the word
(kul) as ‘every’ and thus claim this hadith
means: “Every innovation is an innovation of
misguidance.

Their claim is unfounded for two reasons.
Linguistically, this hadith is similar to the had-
ith related by al-Bayhaqiyy:

[ Kullu *Aynin Zaaniyah ]

which clearly does not mean: “Every eye
gazes the look of the adulterer;” rather, “Most
people are guilty of the forbidden look.” The
person blind since birth would surely not
have the forbidden look, and it is known the
Prophets would never commit such an abject
sin. The word (kul) as used in both hadiths
refers to ‘most,’” although it can mean “every”
it does not mean this in all cases.

As a matter of fact, in the explanation of Sa-
hih Muslim, an-Nawawiyy said: “The saying
of the Prophet, sallallahu *alayhi wa sallam,
[ Kullu ~Aynin Zaaniyah ] is among the terms
which are (*Am makhsus) i.e., a general
statement giving a specific meaning; which is
a known field in Islam, and the meaning of
the hadith is “most innovations are innova-
tions of misguidance. To accept the mean-
ing: “Every innovation is an innovation of
misguidance,” as the meaning of the sahih
hadith related by Abu Dawud would negate

the sahih hadith related by Imam Muslim
which specifies two types of innovations:
the innovations of guidance and the innova-
tions of misguidance. In the rules of the
Religion it is not permissible to interpret two
sahih hadiths in contradiction to one anoth-
er, therefore we know the true meaning.
Although most innovations are innovations
of misguidance, there are numerous exam-
ples of Religiously acceptable innovations.
During the Caliphate of *Umar Ibnul Khat-
tab, AUmar initiated the gathering of people
in Ramadan to pray the Tarawih Prayer in
congregation. When he saw the people
performing this prayer in congregation he
said:

[ Ni*matil Bid*atu Haathihi ]

which means: “What a good innovation that
is!” The high status of AUmar Ibnul Khattab
is known, thus it is important to point out
AUmar used the explicit term [ Bid*ah ]
“innovation” in his praise. If all innovations
were misguided—as some claim—"Umar
would not have innovated this practice, nor
expressed this praise, yet both al-Bukhariyy
and Muslim related this incident.

During the era of the followers of the Com-
panions of the Prophet, another praise-
worthy innovation took place. Initially, letters
like the ba, ta, tha, and ya, did not have
dots above or below them. This practice of
distinguishing between the letters by using
this notation began after the time of the
Prophet.

Since the time of the Prophet, many innova-
tions have been adopted. Remembering the
birth of the Prophet by doing rewardable
deeds is a praise-worthy innovation. It is an
honourable event and special to Muslims
throughout the world. We rejoice in being
members of the greatest nation of Islam—the
nation of Muhammad-who was the best
Prophet and the best creation of Allah. Ayah
110 of Chapter Ali "lmran means:

[ You are the best of nations brought forth to
the people; bidding the lawful (ma”ruf) for-
bidding the unlawful (munkar), and believing
in Allah.]

This verse means this nation is the best of
nations by virtue of its Prophet,” as ex-
plained by the scholars of Islam. Muslims
are thankful to Allah for the blessings of
Islam and for being among the followers of
Muhammad.

Ayah 31 of Chapter Al Almran means:

[If you love Allah, then follow the Prophet,
and Allah will love you.]

It is fitting to honour the Prophet. The
Mawlid (the celebration of his birth) has a
great benefit: it inspires the heart to have a
more profound love for the Prophet.
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ANNUAL BUSINESS DINNER 2016

Al Amanah College held its Annual Business Dinner on Friday 18 November in the school’s Grand Hall. Staff members and eminent guests
gathered to celebrate the accomplishments of 2016, share the successes of the school and take a look forward into 2017 and beyond.

The Annual Business Dinner has been a successful initiative inspiring staff members to continue with the successful advancement which the
school's executives aspire towards and continue to promote.

Each year during the dinner teachers who strive to achieve their potential throughout the year are recognised.

Distinguished guests, including members of parliament, ADF personnel, council representatives, school principals, local NSW police area
commanders, community leaders, religious advisors and student Alumni representatives attended the dinner.

The official opening of the event was signalled by beats of drums (called Nawba) played by select students. The evening began with a beau-
tiful Qur'an recitation by Muhammad Hazarvi — Year Twelve graduate, followed by a magnificent performance presented by the School Choir.

The Islamic Education Office and school head principal Mr Mohamad EI Dana, delivered the welcome speech followed by the Chairman of
Darulfatwa Islamic High Council of Australia. Dr Sheikh Salim Alwan Al-Husainiyy focused on the importance of acquiring Islamic knowledge
and remaining steadfast on the path of Prophet Muhammad “Peace be upon him.” Sheikh Salim Alwan thanked Al Amanah for all their hard
work in supporting and educating our community.

A video projection highlighting some of Al Amanah’s achievements over the past years was presented.

Our final speaker for the night was Douha Bakkour. Douha is one of Al Amanah College’s 2009 graduates. She thanked Al Amanah staff for
the inspiration, support, guidance and encouragements she received during her schooling years and beyond which have shaped her into the
successful person she is today.

The evening continued with an Award Ceremony during which awards were presented to the following staff members:

5 Years of Service Award
Emine Gonul, Ada Kabbara, Muhammad Eid, Asmaa Elwan and Amy Louise Wilmot

10 Years of Service Award
Marlene Jalloul, Mohamad Halabi, Wafa Abdallah, Suemaya Chami, Dania Moksasi and Hoda El Jisri

15 Years of Service Award
Mona El-Marouk, Mayada Hamouda, Wissam Ismail and Azzam Rajab

Outstanding Performance Award — Teaching
Rabeaa El Zahab, Lara Jazzar, Danielle Buckle, Nisrine El Hashmawi, Belinda Hall, Ada Kabbara, Mona El-Marouk and Mary Baker

Outstanding Performance Award — Non-Teaching
Nadine EI Masri, Amal El Saj, Hoda El Jisri, Rabie Kanj and Rabih Tessine

Volunteer Recognition Award
Tarek Haddad

Leadership Award
Ajay Nand

Al-Azhar Imam Awards

Shaykh Hasyam Hammoud, Shaykh Abdul Latif Al Nachar, Shaykh Chadi Al Kasem and Shaykh Amr Alshelh in recognition of their meritori-
ous fulfilment of the Azhary Imam course that was held in Egypt in March — May 2016.




Syed Mariam
Ahsan Sakar
1S 1S

STAR STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Leen Aaliyah Reanna Samaira
Mansi Khoder Mohamad Sabahaat
2J 2H 30 4A

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE

School has just about reached the end for the year, but just because school is out, it doesn't mean that reading and

learning should stop.

Did you know that when your child doesn't read over the long summer break, they are likely to fall behind when they
return to school in the New Year? We call this the ‘Summer Slide’. Make it a priority to keep your child’s mind sharp and
active by encouraging them to read for at least 10 minutes every day during the break to avoid the ‘Summer Slide’. A
proven way to keep kids reading over summer is participation in a summer reading program. That's why we created the
Scholastic Summer Reading Challenge.

Children can log their reading minutes over the school holidays and collect cool badges online. Plus, they earn special
power-ups for achievements along the way. There are stacks of great prizes to be won! Each prize pack is valued at over

$800.

Register for the challenge at http://summerreadingchallenge.scholastic.com.au/

Bankstown Campus
2 Winspear Avenue

Bankstown NSW 2200
P: +61 29708 1220
F:+61297829134

Liverpool Campus
55 Speed St

Liverpool NSW 2170

P: + 6129822 8022
F:+ 6129822 8011

facebook: facebook.com/AlAmanah.College
twitter.com/ AlAmanahCollege or @AlAmanahCollege
Cmail: admin@alamanah.nsw.edu.au

Website: www.alamanah.nsw.edu.au
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